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The pattern

You will need

Yarn
Rowan Felted Tweed DK (50% merino 

wool/25% alpaca/25% viscose, 175 m/ 
191 yd per 50 g/13⁄4  oz)

[MC] Seafare (shade 170), 3 balls
[CC1] Clay (shade 177), 1 ball 
[CC2] Duck Egg (shade 173), 1 ball 

Needles
3.75 mm/US 5 circular needles,  

100 cm/40 in long 

Other
Scissors

Finished size: 85 cm/331⁄2 in by 47 cm/181⁄2 in

Tension: 21 sts to 32 rows over 10 cm/4 in in st st  

on 3.75 mm/US 5 needles

Letter motif
Use the Neckerchief Chart on the facing page. If  you 

are changing the wording, use the Western Charts on 

pages 131–32. You will be able to fit a maximum of   

5 letters onto the neckerchief. Draw a box 1 st wider 

than your chosen letters to show you the amount of  

space you have between each letter. The word starts 

on row 111 of  the patt. Make sure the placement of  

the word is centred before you begin knitting. 

Neckerchief 
Using MC, cast on 3 sts.

Starting with a k row, work 2 rows in st st then 

inc 1 st at each end of every k row as follows:

Row 3 (RS): K1, m1, k1, m1, k1. 2 sts inc

Row 4 (WS): Purl.

Rep prev 2 rows until you have 111 sts.

Commence Neckerchief Chart 
Cont incs every k row as set and at the same time 

k19 and commence chart using CC1 and intarsia 

technique. Work rows 1–27 of  chart. 139 sts

Cont inc as set in st st until you have 157 sts.

Styled as a hybrid between an old-style poncho and a chic modern 
scarf, this neckerchief showcases what can be achieved when attractive 
yarns, a stylish typeface and fine finishing are brought together. 

Neckerchief
Change to CC2, and maintaining inc work 5 rows in 

garter st ending with a RS row. 163 sts

Cast off.

Right border
With RSF and using CC2, pick up and k114 sts along 

the edge.

Work 1 row in garter st, then inc 1 st every RS row 

until you have 118 sts, ending with a RS row.

Cast off.

Left border
Work as given for right border but pick up and 

k120 sts. Inc as for right border until you have 124 sts.

Cast off.

Finishing
Weave in ends and block or press to dimensions 

according to ball band instructions.

Neckerchief Chart



7 Blackletter
This typeface group includes the oldest mass-produced 
movable type (interchangeable letters made to be 
rearranged and reused in a printing press) in the world. 
Johannes Gutenberg invented the printing press and 
movable type in around 1455, and in doing so he changed 
the course of world history. Movable type made the 
written word affordable to a much larger segment of  
the population than ever before.

Gutenberg’s Textura Blackletter was the very first font in the world. To the 

untrained eye, Blackletter fonts all look very similar: dense, thick letters 

that resemble the hand-written calligraphic forms used by monks before 

Gutenberg’s extraordinary invention. This style was used throughout 

Western Europe from the twelfth century well into the seventeenth, and 

in Germany until the twentieth century – which is why Blackletter is still 

associated with Germany and looks ‘Germanic’ to the modern eye. 

The lowercase letters of  this Gothic font are more straightforward than 

the elaborate uppercase letters. The uppercase letters have curves and 

flourishes and it’s necessary to give them more stitches than other fonts 

when using them in knitting. Out of  context, it is not always easy to 

discern the difference between an ‘E’ and a ‘G’ or an ‘F’ and an ‘I’  

and a ‘T’ in Blackletter, so the fact that you may be unable to do so in the 

knitted letter version is a major quality of  this elaborate but beautiful 

style. However, when knitting words or phrases, it is possible to discern  

the uppercase letters in context. 

 

Knitters can enjoy adding this beautiful and history-soaked typeface to 

their projects, as in the ‘Ex Libris’ E-reader cover featured in this chapter 

(facing page).

‘Ex Libris’ E-reader Cover 

BLACKLETTER

Make this cosy cover instead of using that faux-leather, book-
mimicking e-reader case. Meaning ‘from the books’ in Latin, ‘ex 
libris’ is a fitting epigraph for an e-book as well as a beautiful 
phrase to showcase in this design, which references the style of 
medieval illuminated books.

Yarn
Jamieson’s Shetland Spindrift (2 ply 

fingering weight, 100% wool, 105 m/ 
115 yd per 25 g/1 oz)

[MC] Mooskit (shade 304), 2 balls
[CC1] Spagnum (shade 233), 1 ball
[CC2] Admiral Navy (shade 727), 1 ball

Needles
2 mm/US 0 knitting needles
2 mm/US 0 DPNs
Tapestry needle

Other
Scissors
Stitch marker

You will need
Finished size: to fit Kindle Fire e-reader (190 by 120 by 

12 mm/71⁄2 by 43⁄4 by1⁄2 in)

Tension: 37 sts and 52 rows over 10 cm/4 in in st st on  

2 mm/US 0 needles

Letter motif
If  you would like to use different words, use 

Blackletter Lowercase Charts on pages 136–37. Your 

chosen words should not exceed 5 or 6 letters per line. 

You may want to chart out your letters so that they 

fit together (see how the letters ‘i’ and ‘s’ fit together 

on the ‘Ex Libris’ Chart on page 89) to save space. 

Your chosen words should not exceed 58 sts. Be sure 

to centre your words horizontally over the  

60 st space inside the leaf border and vertically over 

the 44 row space, leaving 2 rows between lines.

Front
Using MC and knitting needles, cast on 72 sts. 

Row 1 (WS): Purl.

Row 2 (RS): Knit.

Row 3: Purl. 

Commence ‘Ex Libris’ Chart
Row 1 (RS): K2, work ‘Ex Libris’ Chart, k2.

Row 2 (WS): P2, work ‘Ex Libris’ Chart, p2. 

Rep rows 1 and 2 until 52 rows of chart  

are complete.

With MC only starting a k row, work 3 more rows  

in st st.4
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Cast off  purlwise.

Back
Using MC and knitting needles, cast on 72 sts. 

Starting with a p row, work st st for 58 rows, until 

piece matches front, ending with a k row.

Cast off  purlwise.

Finishing
Weave in ends and block pieces before seaming. To 

seam, place pieces RS tog. Using backstich, sew three 

seams leaving one short end of the cover open.

Turn RS out. 

Using DPNs and MC, pick up and k approx. 108 sts 

(you will need an even number of  sts) from around 

the open edge of  the cover. Place marker to indicate 

beg of  the rnd. Work in k1, p1 rib for 4 rnds.

Cast off  in rib.

Weave in ends.

BLACKLETTER

‘Ex Libris’ Chart
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Letter ‘D’ Chart

Finished size: To fit average adult head, 51 cm/20 in 

circumference

Tension: 17 sts and 20 rows over 10 cm/4 in in st st  

on 5 mm/US 8 needles

Letter motif
Use the Letter ‘D’ Chart on the facing page. To 

substitute your own letter, use the Blackletter 

Uppercase Charts on pages 133–35. Make sure your 

chosen letter is centred by working more or fewer sts 

either side of  the letter chart on the body of the hat. 

Brim
With MC, cast on 66 sts.

Row 1 (RS): (K2, p2) to last 2 sts, k2. 

Row 2 (WS): (P2, k2) to last 2 sts, p2. 

Rep rows 1 and 2 until piece measures 2.5 cm/1 in 

from cast-on edge, ending with a RS row. 

Next Row (WS): P6, (pfb, p1) to last 6 sts, p6. 93 sts

Body of hat 

Commence Letter ‘D’ Chart
Row 1 (RS): K34, work sts 1 to 25 of  Letter ‘D’ Chart, 

k34. 

Row 2 (WS): P34, work sts 1 to 25 of  Letter ‘D’ Chart, 

k34. 

(If  using a letter that is more or less than 25 sts, such 

as the letter ‘M’, work more or fewer sts either side of  

the letter chart so that the letter is centred.)

Rep prev 2 rows until chart is complete.

You will need

Yarn
Bulky BC Garn Semilla Grosso (12 ply,  

100% wool, 80 m/87 yd per 50 g/13⁄4 oz)
[MC] Gray (shade 101), 2 balls 
[CC] Black (shade 02), 1 ball

Needles
5 mm/US 8 knitting needles
Tapestry needle

Other
Scissors

Cont with MC only in st st until piece measures 

18 cm/7 in from cast-off  edge, ending with a WS row.

Dec for crown
Row 1 (RS): K1, * k5, k2tog; rep from * to last st, k1. 80 sts

Row 2 and all foll WS rows: Purl. 

Row 3: K1, * k4, k2tog; rep from * to last st, k1. 67 sts

Row 5: K1, * k3, k2tog; rep from * to last st, k1. 54 sts

Row 7: K1, * k2, k2tog; rep from * to last st, k1. 41 sts

Row 9: K1, * k1, k2tog; rep from * to last st, k1. 28 sts

Row 11: K1, (k2tog) to last st, k1. 15 sts

Row 13: (K1, k2tog) to end. 10 sts

Finishing
Break yarn, thread through rem 10 sts, and draw tog 

tightly. Sew the edges of  the hat tog using mattress st 

and weave in ends on the inside of  the hat.

The pattern

An ideal way of showing off the bold yet flowing lines of the  
Blackletter typeface, this initialled Gothic letter hat can be 
personalized with the wearer’s initial or whichever of the  
letters you’re most attracted to. 

Blackletter Beanie


